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WHAT IS THE CITY 
DOING ABOUT 
HOMELESSNESS? 

The City of Mount Vernon uses outreach, enforcement, and partnerships to address the 
complex challenges of homelessness, mental illness, crime, and addiction on our 
streets. The City receives no funding for social services. We do not have a public health 
department. We rely on Skagit County Public Health for services. 

EXTRA PATROL 

The City added a law 

enforcement park ranger to the 

police force in 2019 - focused on 

enforcement on trails and park 

spaces. 

Police officers commit to daily extra patrol of 

historic downtown and the College Way 

commercial corridor. Criminal activity is 

addressed. 

All Mount Vernon police officers receive crisis 

intervention training to more effectively 

interact with those struggling with mental illness. 

The City hired 1 full time embedded 

social worker to the Police 

Department in 2017 in partnership  

with Skagit County Public Health 

Department. In 2020, she had: 

 
 

 

         contacts with or 

for individuals on the street, saving 

police officers hours of valuable 

time 

 

77% had mental health and/or chemical 

dependency issues 
 

8 connected to treatment 
 

63 assisted in obtaining ID 
 

2 people assisted in returning to home 

county or state 
 

12 housing assessments 

Programs like the City Work Crew 

Program (suspended during 

COVID) and Community Court 

provide alternatives to traditional 

policing and prosecution models, 

with the goal of reducing 

recidivism (repeated crime) among participants. 

 
MOTEL VOUCHERS 

The City spent $30K in 

federal CARES funding for 

shelter during COVID and has 

committed approximately 

$270K in State Department of Commerce 

grant funding to continue vouchers through 2021. 

For information contact: Peter Donovan,  

360-336-6211 
 
 

 

A COMMUNITY COURT was 

implemented by Skagit County in late 

2020.  
 

Participants may have their limited 

misdemeanor charges dismissed if they complete 

Court ordered activities that can include meeting 

with social workers or receiving treatment.  
 

For information contact: Leticia Nunez-Castro,  

360-416-1298 

DIVERSION & SHELTER 

City Council has adopted four codes to allow 
organizations to provide shelter services in 
different scenarios:  MVMC 17.210; Ordinances 
3811 and 3812; Zoning Code Public, R-O, C-1, C-
2, C-3, M-1 
 

See https://mountvernonwa.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/12016/Homeless-Options-
Handout-121420 

LAND USE POLICY 



 

 

The 2016 City Comprehensive 

Plan helped guide ordinances 

allowing for the first permanent 

supportive housing project in 

Mount Vernon, to be located on 

College Way.  
 

Skagit County government has 

partnered with Catholic Housing 

Services to construct a 70-unit supportive 

housing project for chronically homeless 

individuals. Mount Vernon City Council has 

committed state funds to the operations costs—

24/7 staffing to ensure individuals are successful 

in housing. Construction will begin early 2021.  
 

For information contact: Sarah Hinman,  

360-416-1500 

1. Skagit County Public Health is responsible for homeless response and 

housing plan. For more information: www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/

HumanServices 

2. Community Action of Skagit County is contracted w ith Skagit County 

Public Health to provide a “coordinated entry” for services. For more information: 

360-416-7585, website: communityactionskagit.org 

3. Friendship House provides two emergency shelters, one transitional house, one permanent 

low income shared living house, a daily meal services and an innovative employment training 

program. For more information and/or to donate:  

360-336-6138, website: www.skagitfriendshiphouse.org 

4. Family Promise of Skagit Valley is a group of 30 local churches that provide shelter, meals, 

and support services to families without homes. For more information and/or to donate:  

360-854-0743 or https://familypromiseskagit.weebly.com/ 

5. Food Banks   - Neighbors in Need: 360-982-2089; www.svneighborsinneed.com  

   Helping Hands: 360-856-2211; www.helpinghandsfoodbank.org 

6. Anacortes Family Center serves women and families w ith children. The program includes 

homelessness prevention, emergency shelter, transformative housing, and affordable housing. For 

more information: 360-293-2993. Website: www.anacortesfamily.org 

7. Catholic Community Services provides a continuum of care for homeless and low -income 

people throughout Western Washington. For more information: 360-856-3054. Website: 

www.ccsww.org 

8. YMCA Oasis Teen Shelter provides youth w ith a safe place to spend the night every day of 

the year. All youth have access to a case manager who will work with them and their family to locate 

safe, stable, and permanent housing. Fore more information: 360-419-9058. Website: 

www.skagitymca.org/oasis-teen-shelter/ 

ENCAMPMENT IMPACTS: 2020 PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 

WHO ELSE HELPS WITH HOMELESS SERVICES? 

For questions or more information, please call the Mount Vernon 
Mayor’s Office at  360-336-6211 

www.mountvernonwa.gov 
February 2021 

Hazards of encampments  

City crews have documented fecal 

contamination in Kulshan Creek, 

and the Fire Department has 

responded to brush fires. Each 

site is treated as hazardous waste due to needles 

and human waste. An additional employee was 

hired in 2018 to assist in encampment cleanup. 

                  

        Encampment clean ups  

                                   in 2020 
 

                                                         

 

 

                                                       583 hours spent to clean up, 

check and post encampments throughout the City  
 

 

$17,765 disposal and labor costs 
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